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To 89 amorg, the» PEOPLE of the LORD, 


If we walk in the Lizht, as he is in the Light; 
then have wwe Fellowſhip oe with another, 


_— 


To the People of the Lord, called 
QUAKER 8. 


2 Dear Friends and Brethren, 
Fr hath of long time Teſted with ſome preſſure 
= upon my Spirit, for Z;on's ſake, and the Peace! 
of 7eru(alem, to write ſomething of the Nature 0 
True Spiritual Liberty; Liberty, one of the moſt 
A Glorious Words and Things in the World, bur lit- 
; tle underſtood, and frequently abuſed by many. 
T beſeech Almighty God to preſerve you, his Pec 
ple, in the right Knowledge and Uſe of that Libe 
ty, which Zeſus Chriſt, the Captain of our Salva- 
tion,hath purchaſed for us, and is redecmingus into, 
who hath led Captivity captive, and is giving Gifts 
to them that truly belicye in his Name. Chriſt's 
Liberty is obtained through Chriſt's Crols; they 
that would be his Free-men, muſt be his Bonds , 
men, and wear his bleſſed Yoke. His Liberty is 
from Sin, not to Sin; to do his will, and not our 
own; no, not to ſpeak an Idle Word. ”Tis not 
that live (Gith the Apoſtle) but Chriſt that livet 
in me, who had ſet him Free from the Power 0: 
Sin, and brought Immortality to Light in him; 
whence he learned thus to triumph,O Death, wher 
is thy Sting! O Grave, where tis thy Vittory. 
This is the perſonal Freedom that comes by 7e/1:1 
Chriſt, to as many as receive him in the Way, an 
for the End for which God hath given him, to wit 


/ to be a Sayiour and a Leader, to laye ps from ou 
Cor 
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another man of God hath ſaid, namely; 
' that dwells inGod, if ſbe dwells in God, then in 


" (i) "" 
Corruptions, and guide us in the Narrow Way of 
his holy Croſs, and through 
denial, which leads to Eternal Life. And as many 
as have entered at this Door, are come to have Uni- 

with God, and one with another; to loye him 
above all, and their Neighbours as themſelyes; yea, 
to prefer each other before themſelyes. Such will 
not violate the great Lav of their Lord and Maſter; 
Love one another, the New; and-,yet-the Qld 
Commandment: Theſe dwell in Love, and fo they 
dwell in God; for God is Love. "Twas the be- 
loved Diſciple's Teſtimony, and it comes up to what 
e Church 


Love ; conſequently her Members are in Union, 
of one mind m Church Matters, ſince fbe has but 
one Head to Rule her. 

Peruſe this brief Diſcourſe in this Love, and it 
may tbe to Edification. My aim 1s to aſſert the 


- Truth,, dete& Error, and point in true Brotherly 
+ Kindneſs at thoſe Shoals and Sands ſome by Mi- 


take, or Oycr Boldncis, have and may run upon. 
O Friends! I greatly defirc, that the Spint of 
Love, Wiſdom, and a found U alin. of 
Meekneſs, Judgment, and Mercy, may ever reſt 


Upon you, t blameleſsly you may be kept, an 
: holy Famil 


ly, at Unity with itſelf, to the Lord 


, God your Redeemer, that he over all may in you, 
pars od and by you be Exalted, Honoured 
and: Prai 


ed, who is worthy and bleſſed for ever. 
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the ſtrait Gate of Self-, 
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A BRIEF 


Examination and State 
O F 


Laberty Spiritual, &c. 
Dreſtion. WW Ht is Spiritual Liberty ? 


Anſwer. It is twoſold; there is a 
true and a falſe Liberty, as a true and falſe Spirit, 
the right diſcerning of which concerns every one's 
Eternal Well-being. 

. What js true Spiritual Liberty ? 

. Deliverance from Sin by the perfe& Law 
in the Heart, The perfeft Law of Liberty, Jamcs 
2. otherwiſe called, The Law of the Spirit of Life 
mn Chriſt feſus, that makes free from the Law 


of Sin and Death; elſe-where ſtiled, The Law | 


of Truth writ in the Heart, which makes Free 
indeed, as fayeth Chriſt, If the Son therefore ſhall 
make ye free, ye ſhall be free indeed. So that the 
Liberty of God'sPeople ſtands in the trutb,and their 
Communion in it, and in the Perfect Spiritual Law 
of Chriſt Zeſus, which delivers and preſerves them 
from every evil Thing that doth or would embond- 
age. In this bleſſed Liberty, it is not the will nor 
Wiſdom of Man,neither the vain AﬀeCtions andLuſts 
that rule, or give Law to the Soul; for the Minds 
0 
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Fall ſuch as are made Free by the Truth, arc by 
he Truth condudtcd in doing and fuffcring through 
heir Earthly Pilgrimage. 

9. Whar is falſe Liberty ? 
. A. A Departing ſrom this bleſſed Spirit of Truth, 

Yand a Rebellion againſt this Perfe& Law of Liber- 

ty in the Heart, and being at Liberty to do our 
own Wills; upon which cometh Reproof and 
Judgment. | 
: Q. But are there not ſome things wherein we 
ought to be leſt to our own freedom ! 
A, We are not our own, for we are bought 
a | with a Price; and in all thinzs ought we to glorify 
2 | God with our Bodies, Souls and Spirits, which are 
S | the Lord's. 

9, Bat muſt we have a Motion or Command 
from the Spirit of Truth for all things that we do? 
V A. That may be according to the Truth, which 
S | may not be by the immediate Motion or Com- 
e | mand of the Truth; for that is according to the 
9 $ Truth, that is not againſt the nind of the Trath, 
& | either particularly or gcnerally expreit. The Truth 
c | commands me to ds a/l to the 'Fraifc aud Glory 
VF of God; but not that T ſhould wait for a Motion 
ci to do every particular thing. For Example: The 
ir variety of Ations in Trading, Commerce and Huſ- 
"SS bandry, the variety of Flcſh, Fiſh and Fowl for 
nj Food, with more of the fame Nature, in all which 

there is. a Choice and Liberty, but till according 
to the Truth, and within the holy Bounds and Li- 
mits of it. 
Q. Then it ſeems there are ſome things left to. 
our Freedom. A, Yes; 


(6) 
A. Yes; but it muſt ſtill be according to the 
Mind of God's Truth: There are things enjoined, 
ſuch as relate to our Duty to God, to our Supc- 
Tiours, to the houſhold of Faith, and to all Men 
and Creatures; theſe are Indiſpenſible. There are 
alſo things that may be done or leſt undone, which 
may be called Indifferent; as what fort of Meat I 
will cat to day, whether I will cat Fleſh, Fiſh or 
Herbs, or what Hours 1 will cat my Meals at, with 
many ſuch outward things of Life and Converlie; 
yet even in ſuch caſes I ought to act according to 
the Truth, in the Temperance and Wiſdom of it 
9. But doth not Ficedom extend farther than 
this; for ſince God hath given me a Manifeſt- 
ation of his Spirit to profit withall, and that I 
have the Gift of God in myſelf, ſhould I not be 
left to a& according as I am free and perſuaded in 
my own Mind, in the things that relate to God, 
leſt looking upon mylelf as obliged by what is re- 
vealed unto another, though it be not reyealed un- 
to me, I ſhould be led out of my own Meaſure, 
and a& upon another's Motion, and 1o offer a blind 
Sacrifice to God ? 
\ MF. This is true in a ſenſe, that is, if thou art 
ftich a one that canſt do nothing againſt the Truth, 
but for the Truth, then mayeſt thou ſafely be left 
to thy freedom in the things of God, and the rea- 


ſon is plain; becauſe thy freedom ſtands in the per- 


ft Law of Liberty, in the-Law of the Spirit of 
Life in Chriſt Feſus, and in the Truth, which is 
Chriſt Jeſus, which makes thee free indeed, that 


. is, perfeRly free from all that is bad, and perfetly 


free 
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free to, all that is Holy, Juſt, Loyely, - Honeſt, 
Comely, and of good Report; but if thou pleadeſt 
thy Freedom againft ſuch things, yea, obfirutieſt and 
ſlighteſt ſuch good, wholctome and requiſite things, 
thy Freedom is naught, dark, perverſe, out of the 
Truth; and againſt the perfe& Law of Loye and 
Liberty. 

9. But muſt I conform to things whether I can 
receive them or no? Ought I not to he left to the 
Grace and Spirit of God in my own Heart ? 

A. To the firſt part of the Queſtion, nay; to 
the laſt, yea, But now let us conſider what is the 
reaſon thou canſt not receive them: Ts the fault in 
the things themielycs? Are they inconſiſtent with 
Trath, or will not the Truth own or affent unto 
them, or is the fault in thee? that is to fay, is it 
thy Weakneſs, or thy Carclefineſs ? If thy Weak- 
neſs, it is.to be borne with, and to be informed; if 
thy Carelefincſs, thou oughtſt to be admoniſhed 
for it is a dangerous Principle, and pernicious to 
true Religion, and which is worſe, it is the Root of 
Ranteriim to aſſert, that nothing is a Duty incum- 
bent upon thee, but what thou art perſuaded is 
thy Duty; ſor the Seared Conſcience pleads his 
Liberty againſt all Duty, the Dark Conſcience is 
here unconcerned, the Dead Conſcience is here 
uncondemned, unleſs this Dif.i- ion be allowed 
of, that there may be an Ignoragce or an Infenfi- 
bility from-. Inability or Incapacity, or a Dark, 
Education; and an Ignorance ani In{cnfibility, from 
Carelefineſs, Difobedicnce, Prejudice, Wc. So that 
though thou art not to conicr:n to 2 thing igno= 

rantly, 
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rantly, yet thou art .{criouſly to conſider, wh 
thou art ignorant, arid w hat the cauſe of ſuch Ig 
norance may te certainly it can't bc in God, nor 1 
hisgift tothee; it muſt then needs be in thyfel 
who haſt not yet received a ſenſe for or againit 
the Mattcr, about which thou art in doubt, Te 
the fecond part of the Queſtion; ought I not te 
be leſt-;to the Grace of God in my own Heart 
Anſwer, That is of all things moſt dcſirable,fince 
they arc well leſt that are there left; for there i 
no ſcar of want of Unity, where all are leſt wit 

the one Spirit of Truth; they muſt be of . ons 
mind; they can't be otherwiſe. So that to plead 
this againſt Unity, is to abuſe the very Plea, and 
to commit the gr.atcſt ContradiCtion to that yer; 

Dottrine of Scripture, viz. That all ſhould 6 
guided by the Grace and Spirit of God in them 
ſelves; for the end of that Dodrine is certainty 
They ſhall all know me, ſayeth the Lord, fro 

the leaſt to the greateſt. As I <ill grve the 

one Heart, and vie I ay, that the 'y may fear ml 
forever, far the coed if ther, and of their Chil 


"eren ufter them, [er 32. 39. And ill erve the 


oae Heart, and 1 <ill pit a mW Splrit withi 
you; and I will take the Stony Heart out 0 
their Fleſh, and will give them an Heart of Flifl 
Ezckiel 11. i 9. And the mulltituce of thein tha 
believed were of one Heart, and of oue Ne 
AQs 4. 32. Is not this Unity too? I will. r: 

ſtore unto you a fare Lan:uage ; they ſhall be 0 


. one Heart and of one Mind, "and great ſhall 


their Peace. Thcorefore I muſtlay to thee, Friend 
wh 


(9) 
What if thou wilt not be. left with the Grace-and 
Spirit of God in thyſelf, nor wait for its Mind, 
nor[be: watchful to its . Reyzlations, ;nor humble 
and-: quiet .till thou haſt recewed 1uch;: neceflary 
Manilcſtations; but pleadeſt againſt the.,Counſel 
of the" Spirit af the Lord in other faithful.-Pes- 
ſons,.\under the Pretence of being left .to-his Spi- 
rit in thyſelf, by which Means. thou the 
Spirit to the Spirit, and pleadeſt for Ditunityy un- 
der the :Name of Ziberty? I ask: thee, May 
not: L exhort: thee: to! the Prattice of-that I am 
moyed to preſs: thee; to the PraQtice,of'? If not, 
thou'art/the' Impoter;. by' reſtraining me from my 
Ghriſtian Liberty; | and not only 10, but away 
gocth preaching, and: with- it the Scriptures, that 
ate both: appointed:of God-for Exbortation, Re» 
proof, and: Inſt ruttion.- wine) 3 ew 
9... But are there not various Mcaſwes,. Diver» 
ſite of Gifts, and: feyeral Offices -in:;,the Bo- 
dy : FL LE a 
- i A. Truez, but therefore are not. the Members 
of one Mind, one Wull, and one Judgment, ig 
common and uniyerfal Watters, eſpecially, relating 
to the Family and Church of God ?-. And, in- 
deed, there.cannot be a falſer Reaſoning; than to 
conclude; \ Diſcord from Diverſity, Contranety 
from Varzty. Is there :Contrariety - of Bloeds, 
Lifes, beelings, Seeings, Hearings, Taſtings, 


 Smellings,' in one and the ſame Body,.at one and 


the ſame Time? . No-ſuch Matter : Experience 
is a Demonſtration againſt all -ſuch 'Infinuations. 
$0 that though it be granted, that there is Ni- 
"73 (0h | B vcriity 
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verſity of Gifts,' yet there is no Diſagreement! m 
Senſe; and though Variety. of Offices, ' yet no}. 
Contyariety in' Judgment concerning thote Offices, 
Well faith/ the holy Scripture of Truth; there 2s 
but oneGod';, the Lord our God is but ont Lord; 
there is biit one God and bather of af Things, 
that are good; and there is but owe Lord, one 
Faith, aud oe Baptiſm. And his Light, Life 
and Spirit is-at Unity with itlelf in all. - What 
comes from-the Light, Life \'or Spirit, in one ; it }| 
is the fame 'm Truth and Unity to the-zeſt,' as if | 
it riſe in themſelves. This is ſeen in our Aﬀem- Þ} 
blies eyery Day, and will be, throughout: all Ge- 
nerations, -in the Church of God, among thoſe 
that live in the lowly Truth, in which the pure 
Senſe and ſound Judgment ſtands: God 7s not the 
God of Confuſion, but Order. Every. one in his 
Order is ſatisfied, hath Unity and true Fellowſhip 
with whatever- comes. from the. Life of God in 
another; for this precious Life reacheth through- 
out the Heritage of God, and isthe common Life 
that giveth the common Fecling and Senſe to the 
Heritage of God. Degree or Meaſure in the fame 
Life can never contradict or obſtru& that which 
is from the ſame Life, for the common Benefit 
of the Family of God. The Lord is the un- 
menſurable and incomprehenſible glorious Being 
of Life; yet have we Unity with him in all his 
Works, who are come to his divine Meaſure of 
Light and Truth in our ownHearts,and live there- 
in; andſhall we not have Unity with that which 
proceeds from a Fellow Creatyre ? In _ the 
| nts 
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{| ther Doubts nor Diſcord; yea, they 
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Saints Way is in the Light, wherein there is nei» 
'are Chil- 
dren | of the Light, and calkd- Light, and: the 
Lights of the World; and can it be ſuppoſed, 
that ſuch ſhould difagree and contradict cach 
other, in their exteriour Order and Practice inthe 
Church before the World, Oh! the blefied 
ſeamleſs Garment of Feſas/ Where that is 
known, - theſe Things can never riſe. But yet 
again, the juff Man's Path is not only a Light, 
but a ſhining Lieht, Brightneſs itfelf; - Certain- 
ly there can be no tumbling. It is alſ61aid, :hat 

ight is ſown for the Righteous ; then the 
Righteous ſhall neyer want Light :upon any Oc- 
cafion :+ And ſaith that beloved Evangeliſt and 
Apoſtle of our Lord 7elrs Chriſt, they that walk 
in the Light have Fellowfbip with one anuther, 
1 John, i. Whence it is caly to conclude, they 
that go out of the Fellowſhip, go out of the 
Light ; but if they that walk in the Light, have 
Fellowſhip one with another, what ſhall we fay 
of thoſe that plead being kft to the Light, to 
juſtify their not having Fellowſhip one with 
another? And which is yet worſe, who ſuppole 
People may conſcientiouſly and juſtifiably difſent 
within themfclves, and that by Reaton of the 
Varicty of the Degrees of the Spirit and Grace, 
that arc given of God unto them ; as if the 1:fler 
Degree may difſent from the. greater, becaulc of 
its not being able to comprehend it ; and to 


'make this Principle more authentic, ſuch tell us, 


This is the ancient Principle of Truth ; and 
B 2 obj, 
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objea, Few will you els be able to maintain 
the Quakers Principles? The Fallacy: of all 
which lieth: (as T - 1aid before) ir. not rightly di- 
ftinguiſhing between Diyerſity and Ditagreement, 
Variety 'and Contrariety ; for this Divetfity bath 
Concord,” and! this Variety hath Unity:: And 
it is a: Blindrieſs 'that hath' too much of late hap- 
pened”-to"ſome, by. ' going from the one Liſe and 
Spirit of our Lord 7efus Chriſt, firſt to fall into 
Difagreements,' and then. plead for it, under the 
Notion- of 'Drver/ity of Meaſures. 1 would 
ask all fuch Perſons, who arrogate to them- 
lelves ſuch a peculiar Knowledge of the ancient 
Principles of Truth, or the —_ firſt Princi- 
ples: 1ſt, Whether they believe there be a 
Chriſtian Body? 2dly, Whether this Body hath 
a Head? .3dly, Whether Chriſt be not this 
Head?  4thly, Whether this Head be without 
Eyes, Ears,” Smell ' and Taſte, and this Body 
without Senſe and Feeling ® If not, Whether 
this Head ſjeeth, heareth, ſmelleth, taſteth dif- 
feringly and contrarily to we ? And whether 
this Body hath a contrary Feeling at the ſame 
Time about the ſame Thing ® And if it be true, 
that the Church of Chriſt, redeemed by his moſt 
precious Blood to live to him, ſee with the ſame 
Eye, hear with the ſame Ear, ſpeak with 
the ſame Mouth, liveth by the ſame Breath, and 
are led by the, fame Spirit, where is this Di/a- 
greement, Contrariety, or Diſſent, about the 
Things of 'his Church ? 

| 9, But 
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9 But the Members of Chriſt's Church in the 
primitive Times, had drferent Apprehenſions ; as 
the- Apoſtles, and the People gathered by them.. 
A, \Pray lct me know who they. were, and-in 
what Caſes. | 
9. The Perſons were Paul and Peter; and thofe 
Chriſtians | that differed about Meats; - and the 
Sctipturs is plain in the Caſe: 
A, The Difference between Peter and Paul (in 
the: As) teſtifies the Weakneſs of Peter, and 
the Place juſtifies Panu/s Reproof of his too 
great.Compliance with the Jews in ſome of their 
Rites, which makes againſt Liberty of various. 
Prattices in the Church of Chrift, and not for 
indulging them. That Inftance about the Diffe» 
rence of. Chriſtians, as to Meats, ©c.: has nothing 
io it to the End for which it is alledged; for this 
related not to Church-Order or Communion, but 
private and perſonal Freedoms, what eachmight 
do with Reipe& to - themſelves; that is, they 
might make Laws to themſclves, in Things that 
only concerned private Perſons, and. .it centred 
there. Here, What I will eat, When I will 
eat ;\ Things to myſelf, and for myſelf, as a Man 
having Power over my own Appetite: This Li- 
berty in Things private, perſonal and indifferent, 
makes fiothing for diſſenting about Church Mat=- 
ters in Things of Communion aud Society, and 
that. alſo are not indifferent” (as to cat Fiſh, or 
cat Fleſh, -or eat Herbs, plainly - is) - but neceſſa- 
Ty,” as to be careful and orderly about the ex- 


ternal Buſineſs of the. Church. - - Theſe are no 
Jewiſh 
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Fewiſh Rites, nor ſhadowy Ceremonies, noff 
Meats nor Drinks, that are private and perſonal, 
where Weakneſs is apt to miſtake (that were an 
unneceſſary ' and unchriftian Yoke to bear) but} 
Things comely, orderly, and of good Report, 
that tend to Purity, Peace, and Diligence in 
Things acceptable to God, and requiſite among 
his People in their temporal Chriſtian Capacity. 
And herein the Apoſtle Paul excrciſed his godly}, 
Authority ; and we find, that not only thoſe thatiF 
oppoſed themfelyes to it, as thinking, he took too 
much upon him, demanding a Mark of Chriſt's, 
aking in him, are, in _——_— branded with 
Contention. But the true Believers, that had in 
themiclves a Mark of Chriſt's ſpeaking in him, 
were of one Mind, and avoided ſuch as were 
given to Contention; for it was not the Cuſtom off 
the Churches of Chri/f. Thus were Chriſt's Peo- 
ple of one Heart in Things relating to their Com- 
munion ; yet a. little further, they that have the 
Mind of Chrift, are of one Mind; for Chrift is 
not divided. They that have Chriſt for their 
Head, have one Counſellor and Prophet, one Seer 
and Biſhop, they diſagree not in their Judgments 
in Things relating to him, and the Good of his 
Church, they have one and the fame Guide; fo 
the. one Spirit, mto which they have all drank 
andb y it are baptiſed into one Body, leads then 
all, Now to every Member is # Meaſure of 
-the ſame Spirit groen to prefi with, and'though 
every Member is not an Eye, nor an Ear, nor 
Mouth, yet cyery Member hath Unity with th 


Eye, 
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Eye, with the Ear, - with the /Mouth, in their 
oo and —_— Ads, and. they one with 
other: the Eye ſees for the- Mouth, | the 
outh {peaks for the Eye, and the Ear hears 
or both; this Variety hath no. Diſcord; but,.in 
his Di verſity of Gifts and Offices,. each Mygm- 
her is ' ſenfible of the other, and moves and acts 
by one and the fame Life, Spirit and Guidance, 
which is omnipreſent, proportionable to every - 
Member in its diftin Office. It muſt be grant- 
,\ that there are Helps in the Churoh, - as well 


"yl that there i « Church at al; and the Holy 
-;þ Ghoſt has compared thoſe Helps (as is butore 
1 ;- $ncationed) to ſeveral Members and Senſes-of 


Ar 's Body, as an Eye, an Hand, a Foot, Hear= 
>, Smelling, ©c. All then cannot. be the Eye, 
ither can all be the Hand; for then they would 
onſound their Office, and a& ditagrecably to the 
Drdination of the great Orderer of his Church, 
And if I will not comply with him, that God 
ath made an Eye, becauſe I am not that Eye, 
or an Hand, becauſe 1 am not that Member nry+ 
elf, nor a Party to the Action, or Performange of 
hat Member, I reſiſt the Lord, though ander 
Pretence of reſiſting Man for the Lord's Sake, 
And, truly, this is the Rock that ſome oof our 
own 'Time, as well as Perſons of former Ages, 
Fhave fplit upon; they have not been=contented 
with their own Station in the Body, they have . 
ot kept to their own Gift, nor been taken wp 
with the Duty of their own Place in the Church, 
-; If he that is a Foot would be a Hand, and the 
ye, Hand 
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Hand covyets to be an Eye, ,envying others thei 
allotted Stition, through . Height ' of Mind,-and 
walking looſe from the holy Crofs, / there''can be 
no ſuch Thing as Concord and :Fellowihip in theyj i 

Church of Chriſt. ethrord 7 
Virthermore, fince the' Spirit of the: Lord is 
one in all, -it ought to bc: obeyed through ano- 
ther, as well as in one's ſelf; and this I affirm td 
you; that the ſame lowly .Frame of Mind,' th: 
receives and anſwers the Mind of the Spirit of: the 
Lord in. a Man's ſelf, will-receive and have Uni 
ty with the Mind of the ſame Spirit -throug 
another, and the Reaſorr is plain; becaufe -thi 
fame Self-eyidencing Power and Vurtue,'. that 
ariſeth from the Meaſure of the Spirit of Trutt 
inone's ſelf, and-:that convinceth a Man in his own 
Heart, doth alſo attend the 3 Diſcovery of the 
Mind of the ſame Spirit, when delivercd . by 
another; for the Words of the ſecond Adam, the 
quickning Spirit through another, are Spirit and 
Life, as well as in thy. own Particular: this. is 
diſcerned by the ſpiritual Man that 'judgeth all 
Things, although the carnal Man - pleadeth 6berng 
teft to his Freedom ; and, it may be, talks of ben; 
Left tothe Spirit in himſelf too, the better to clcape 
the Senſe and Judgment of thc ſpiritual Man. It is 
my earneſt Deſire, that all, that have any Knows 
ledge of the Lord, would have a tender Care 
how they uſe that Plea againſt their faithful Bre- 
thren, that God put into their Mouths, againſt 
the perſccuting Prieſts and . Hirelings of the 
World, namely, 1 muſt mind the Spirit of God t 
| myſelf ; 
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myſelf; for though it be a great Truth, that all 
are to be thereunto left, yet it is as true, that 
# he, whoſe Soul is left with the Spirit of Truth 
I in himſelf, differs not from his Brethren that 
are in the ſame Spirit; and as true it is, that 
thoſe, who err from the Spirit of Truth, may 
plead being left to the Spirit in themſelves, 
againſt the Motion and Command of the Spirit 
f through another, when it pleaſeth not his or 
 thefj her high Mind and perverſe Will ; for a Saying 
u-J may- be true or falſe, according to the ſubject 
Matter it is ſpoken upon, or applied to; we 
j own the Afertion, we deny the Application : 
there lies the Snare. It is true, the People of 
God ought to be left to the Guidings of the 
Spirit of God in themſelves; but for this to be 
theſ ſo applied, as to diſregard the Preachings or 
by Writings of Chriſs inlightened Seryants, be- 
the} cauſe by them applied properly to the Preaching 
andy or Writing of falſe Prophets and Seducers, will, 
s. 1 by no Means, follow. I ſay, the Doctrine is 
allſ true, but not excluſively of all external Coun- 
18g fel or Direction ; therefore falſe in Application, 
1150 where Mecn are allowed to have had the Fear of 
ape} God, and the Mind of his Spirit, and are -not 
t 153F proyed to have atted in their own Wills and 
W-$S Wiſdom, or without the Guidance of the Spi- 
arcy rit of God, about the Things of lis Church and 
ref Kingdom. | 

nſt 9. But though this be true, which hath been 
theſſ alledged for heavenly Concord ; yet what if 1 


, do not preſently ſce that Sery ice in a Thing, that 
of + C the 
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the reſt of my Brethren agree in: in this Cafe 
what is my Duty and theirs ? 

A. It is thy Duty to wait upon God in Si- 
lence and Patience, out of all fleſhly Confulta- 
tions; end as thou abideſt in the Simplicity of 
the Truth, thou wilt receive an Underſtanding 
with the reſt of thy Brethren about the Thing 
doubted ; and it is their Duty, whilſt thou be= 
hayeſt thyſelf in Meekneſs and Humility, to 
bear with thee, and carry themſelves tenderly 
and lovingly towards thee ; ; but if, on the con- 
trary, thou diſturbeſt their godly Care and 
PraQtice, and groweſt contentious, and exalteſt 
thy Judgment againſt them, they have Power 
from God to exhort, admoniſh and reprove thee ; 
and, if thou perſevereſt therein, in his Name to 
refuſe any further Fellowſhip w ith thee, till thou 
repenteſt of thy Evil. 

9. But left T ſhould miftake, when thou 
ſpeakeſt of true Liberty, that it ſtands in being 
made free by the Truth from all Unrighteout- 
neſs, doſt thou mean, that no other Perſons 
ought to have the Liberty of exerciſing their 
diſenting Conſciences; but that Force may be 
lawful to reduce ſuch as are reputed erroneouſly 
conſcientious ? 

A. By no Means : It were a great Wicked- 
neſs againſt God, who is Lord of the Souls and 
Spirits of Men, and ought to preſide in all Con- 
ſciences, who, as the Apoſtle faith, is the only 
Potentate, and hath Immortality, For though 
[ giye the true Liberty of Soul and Conſcience 

to 
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to thoſe only that are ſet free by the Power of 
Chriſt, from the Bondage of Sin and Captivity 

of Death; yet do I not intend, that any Per- 

ſon or Perſons ſhould be in the leaſt harmed 

for the external Exerciſe of their diſſenting Con- 

ſciences in Worſhip to God, though erroneous ; 
for though their Conſciences be blind, yet they 

are not to be forced ; ſuch Compullion giveth 

no Sight, neither do corporal Puniſhments pro- 

duce Conviction. This we, aboye all Pcople 

in our Day, have withſtood, in ſpeaking, write- 
ing, and ſuffering, and, bleſſed be God, conti- 
nue ſo to do with Faithfulneſs; for Faith is the 

Gift of God, and forced Sacrifices are not pleaſc- 

ing to the Lord. 

Q. But, according to thy Argument, it may 
be my Fault, that I haye not the Gift of Faith; 
and, upon this Preſumption, it may be, thou 
wilt inflict ſome temporal Penalties upon me. 

A. No ſuch Matter; for ſuch Kind of Faults 
are not to be puniſhed with temporal or world- 
ly Penaltics ; for whether the Errors be through 
Weakneſs or Wilfulneſs, not relating to moral 
Praftice, all cxternal Coertion and corporal 
Puniſhment is excluded ; for the If eapons of 0ar 
Warfare are not carnal, but ſpiritual. 

Q, But what then is the Extent of the Pow- 
er of the Church of Chr1iſ/, in Cate of Schiſm 
or Hereſy? | 

A. The Power that Chrift gave to his Church 
was this, the Offenders, after the firſt and ſecond 
Admonition (not repenting) ſvou!d be rejetted, 

C2 nor 
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not impriſoned, plundered, baniſhed, or put to 
Death; this belongs to the Whore and falſe} 
Prophet. Oh! all theſe Things have come to 
paſs for Want of Humility, for Want of the 
ancient Fear, and keeping in the quiet Habita- 
tion of the Juſt, The Truth in you all ſhall 
anſwer me ; and this I affirm, from the Under- 
ſtanding I have received of God, not only that 
the Enemy is at Work to ſcatter the Minds off 
Friends, by that looſe Plea, What haſt thou tof 
do with me? %> Leave me to my Freedom, and(. 
fo the Grace of God in myſelf, and the like; 
but this Propofition and Expreſſion, as now un- 
derſtood and alledged, is a Deviation from, and j 
a Perverſion of the ancient Principle of Truth ; 
for this is the plain Conſequence of this Plea, if 
any one, eſpecially if they are but lately con- 
vinced, ſhall ſay, 1 ce no Evil in paying Tythes 
to Hireling Prieſts, in that they are not claim= 
ed by droine Right, but by the civil Law of the 
Land, TI ſee no Evil in marrying by the Prieſt, 
or he is but a Witneſs, Furthermore, I ſee no. 

Evil in declining a publick Teſtimony in ſuffering 
Times, or hiding in Times of Perſecution ; for 1 
have Chiiſt's and Paul's Examples. I fee no 
Evil in worſhiping and reſpetting the Perſons 
of Men; for whatever others do, I intend a 
ſincere Notice that 1 take of thoſe T know, and 
have a good Eſteem for, Laſtly, I ſee no Evil 
in keeping my Shop ſbut upon the World's Holy- 
Days and Maſs-Days (as they call them) 
though they are rather lewdly and fuper fitionſy 
that 
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If than religiouſly kept ; for 1 would not willingly 
give any Offence to my Neighbours. And ſince 
your Teſtimony is againſt Impoſition, and for 
leaving every one to the Meaſure of the Grace 
which God hath given him, not only xo Man 
hath Power to reprove or judge me, but 1 may 
be as good a Friend as any of you, according to 
my Meaſure. And now here is Meaſure ſet up 
againſt Meaſure, which is Confuſion itſelf-— 
Babel indeed ; this is that very Rock both Fro- 
feflors and Prophane would long fince haye run 
: | us upon, namely, That a Way is hereby opened 
to all the World's Libertines, to plead the Light 
within for their Excefſes, which indeed grieyes 
- | the Spirit of God, and was ſeyerely judged by 
our Friends in the Beginning, and is ftill reproved 
by them that keep their Habitation, though 
ſome are become -as wandering Stars through 
their own Pride, and the Preyalency of the 
Hour of Temptation that hath oyertaken them 
whereas, had they kept in the Channel of 
Love and Life, in the Orb and Order of the 
celeſtial Power, they had ſhined as fixed Stars in 
the Firmament of God for ever. And from the 
deep Senſe that I haye of the working of the 
Enemy of £7on's Peace, to rend and divide the 
Heritage of God, who, under the Pretence of 
crying down Man, Forms and Preſcriptions, 1s 
crying down the heavenly Man, Chriſt Jeſus, 
his bleſſed Order and Government, which he 
hath brought forth by his own Revelation and 


Power, through his faithſul Witneſſes, 'This I 
further 
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further teſtify, firſt, that the Enemy, by theſe 
fair Pretences, ſtrikes at the godly Care and 
Travail, that dwells upon the Spirits of many 
faithful Brethren, that all Things might be pre- 
ſerved ſweet, comely, virtuous, and of good 
Report in the Church of God. Secondly, that 
there neyer was greater Neceſlity of this godly, 
Care, than at this Day, ſince we were a People, ft] 
whercin the Croſs, by too many, is not ſo cloſe-YF 
ly kept to as in Days paſt, and in which therefph 
1s not only a great Convincement, but a youngh]t 
Generation deſcended of Friends, who, thoughflit 
they retain the Form their Education hath 
led them into; yet many of them adorn not thef}a 
Goſpel with that ſenſible, weighty, and heaven-Jt] 
ly Converſation, as becomes the Children of theJD 
undefiled Religion, and the Seed of that preci-fp 
ous Faith, which works by the Love that over-fu 
comes the World. And the Lord God of Hea 
ven and Earth, that hath ſent his Son Chriſt 
Feſus, a Light into our Hearts and Conſcience 
to whoſe Search and Judgment all ought to, and 
muſt, bring their Deeds, and render up thei 
Accounts, beareth holy Record, that forf 
this End hath he moyed upon the Spirits of higi 
Servants, and for this good End only have his 
Servants given forth, recommended, and put 1 
PraQice thoſe Things that are now in godly Uk 
among his People, whether in this or other Na 
tions, relating to Mens and Womens Meetings 
and their divers and weighty Seryices. An 
further, in the Fear of the Almighty ay” | 
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eſe FYhall add, that heavenly Peace and Proſperity 
and dwell with thoſe, who are found in. a holy and 
any Kzealous Praftice of them : wherefore I warn all, 
Ye-Fthat they take heed of a lighting and obſtinate 
oodEMind, and that they have a Care how they give 
hatYWay to the Outcry of ſome, falſly intituled, Z- 
dlyBberty of Conſcience againſt Impoſition, &c. for 
ple, lthe End thereof is to lead back again, and give 
oſe-BFaſe to the carnal Mind; which, at laſt, will: 
1ereFbring Death again upon the Soul to God, and 
ungithe living Society of his Children, And, indeed, 
ughBit is a great Shame, that any, who have ever 
athknown the Truth of God in the inward Parts, 
thefand the fivect Socicty of Brethren, eſpecially 
ren-fthoſe who were early in the Work of this bleſſed 
theDay and heavenly Diſpentation, ſhould fo far de- 
eci-Ypart from the Fear and Awe of the Lord, as to 
yer-uſe ſuch unſavory, as well as untrue Expreſſions; 
learJ this is very far from that meek Spirit of eſs, 
rift} and the firſt Loye, which they pretend to have 
ces} to ſingularly kept in, which beareth all Things, 
and} /affereth all Things, and endureth all Things, 
heir and teacheth 10 keep the Word of Patience in 
forthe Hour of Tribulation; nay, but this is judg- 
' hifJing of ſpiritual Things with a carnal and preju- 
: higfdiced Mind, ſtumbling at the Matter, for the 
t inflSake of the Perſons through whom it comes, not 
Ufgeying nor weighing thc Spirit the Thing ariſes 
Nay from, but the Perſon by whofa it is ſpoken, which 
19s darkens the Eye of the l]ndeiftanding, and blinds 
And by Prejudice the Mind that ſhould diſcern, taſte 
d, Wand judge; from whence many Miſchiefs have 
ſh: ] prung 
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ſprung to the Church of Chriſt in divers Ages ; 
nor is it the leaſt Evil this Spirit of Strife is guilty 


of, eyen at this Day, that it uſeth the Words 


Liberty of Conſcience, and Impoſition againſt the 


Brethren, in the fame Manner as our ſuffering 


Friends haye been always accuſtomed to intend 
them againſt the perſecuting Prieſts and Powers © 
the Earth; as if it were the fame Thing to admo- 


nifh and reprove conceited, high-minded, looſe ory 


contentious Perſons in the Church, as to compel 
Conformity in Matters of Faith and Worſhip, by 
worldly Violence upon the Perſons and Eſtates of 
conſcientious Diſſenters : O ſuch Iniquity God 
will not leaye unreproved ! 


This, dear Friends, I ſend among you, as aff 


Token of my true Love, in the Revelation of 
the free Spirit of our God and Father, who have 
eyer been a Friend totrue Liberty, as in the State 
according to Law, ſo in the Church according to 
Scripture, and as it ſtandeth in the Truth of 
Zeſus, that makes thoſe who loye it free indeed. 
Let us all keep low, and remember the Rock 
from whence we were hewn, and dwell: ja a ten- 
.der and reyerent Senſe of the daily Mercics and 
Providences of the Lord, looking well to our 
own Growth and Proſperity in his heavenly Way 
and Work, then ſhall the Defire of our Hearts 
be more and more after him, and the Remem- 
brance of his Name," and with our Love to God 
will our Love increaſe one towards another, help- 
ing and aiding one another; and I no way doubt, 


but God, who has brought us out of the Land 
of 
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of z,. and out of the Houſe of Bondage, and 
reins us from the Mouth of the Lion, and 
the Paw of the Bear, will preſerve his P 

from this uncircumciſed Spirit, that is not in 

yenant -with God, nor under the Yoke of hig 
haly royal Law of true ſpiritual Liberty; for 
they that keep and walk in the Light of Jefus 
are fenced from the Power of this crooked Ser- 
pent, that ſeeks whom he may betray; nor are 
any ſtung by him but the Unwatchful, the Liſs 
tencrs, and Hearkeners after his jealous Whiſpers, 
and detraQting Infſinuations; they are tuch as . 
make their Dwelling in the Earth, where his 
Region is, and where he creeps and twiſts, who 


is. carthly, ſenſual and deviliſh, and 1o is all the 


Witdom that comes from him. 

My dear - Friends, keep, I pray you, inthe 
Simplicity of the Truth and Crois of 7e/as, and 
wait for -your daily Bread, and to be daily re- 
newed from the Lord; look to your Increate a- 
bout eternal Riches, and be ſure to lay up Trea- 
fure in Heaven, that fadeth not away, that your 
Faith and Hope may have eternal Foundations, 
which the croſs Occurrences of Time, and Fears 
of Mortality, cannot moye ; and bey are of that 
looſe and irreverent Spirit, which has not thoſe 
in high Eſteem among you, that are faithful in 
the Loxd's Work, and that labour in his blefſed 
Word and Dodtrine. I. plainly fee a Coldneſs 
and a Shortneſs on this Hand, and be the Pre- 
tence as it will, it is not pleaſing to the Lord, 
They that loye Chriſt, his Seryants are dear to 
| D them, 
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tem,” and they bear a- tender Regard to thei! 
irals by Troyes, Spendings and Sufferings, whe 
K&k Hot your's, ' but you! that -you may all be 
pre blameleſz'-at the Coming of the great 

and our © Saviour '7e/us Chriſt, that fo the 
Goſpel Miniſtry 'and Teſtimony may be held: up 
with. holy: fervent Loye and godly Efteetn; t0 
the" keeping under every rawiand exalted Mind, 
3nd whatever 'may ſlight and tum againſt it, 
teſt God, who has richly viſited us with his Fa- 
therly Viſitations, - and yp ſpringing from- on 
high, ſhould ' remoye his lefling from among 
tis, and place his Candleſtick Am other Peos 
ple.” Be wiſe therefore, * O-Friends! for behold 
he-is at the Door who muſt have an Account 0 
your Stewardſhip; - be- watchful,, keep to your 
firft Love and Works, that ſo you may endure 
to the End, and be fayed; and having overcome; 
you may have right to cat of the Tree of Life, 
which is in the Midſt of the Paradiſe of God. -- - 


The God of Pence, who hath bronght our dgar Lord Fefus from 
the dead, and us with him, more abundantly iprieb you all 
with Wiſdom and Knowledge, in the Revelation of himſelf, 


PA 


through Faith m bis Son, by has in theſe laſt Days he Dat 


ſpoken to us, who is the bleſſed and only Potentate, King of 
" Kings, and Lord of Lords, who only kath Immortality, to 
» hom be Honour and Power everlaſting. Amen. 


Pour Friend and Brother in. the T vidual, atzon and Salvation of ie 
ending Kingdom cf our God, 


William Penn, 


- 
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Friends, | 

Have, with a deep Senſe and Sorrow, often 

beheld the Diſtance and Diffatisfaftion you are 
under, in Reference to your ancient and fai 
ful Brethren, and that Fellowſhip, which, I am 
ſure, was once very dear and yaluable with you, 
and I would have the Charity to hope, is what 
many of you deſire ſtill. And, for your Sakes 
that would not willingly think amiſs, nor differ, 
nor divide from thoſe that otherwiſe you haye an 
Eſteem for, and are in Judgment one with, as to 
the Worſhip and Dodtines of Truth, IT defire to 
open my Mind, both with Tenderneſs and Plainneſs; 
and, if what I ſay has the Voice and Matter 
Peace and Love in it, and may be helpful to 
you, in cloſing with your Brethren again, I ſhall 
greatly rejoice; in which, know this, I ſeek you 
not in the Words of Man's Wiſdom, nor to raiſe 
Controyerſy, nor for Victory, nor any bye Ends, 
but for the Sake of that precious Fellowſhip and 
ſcamleſs Garment, in which the Truth'cloathed 
us 
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us all in the Beginning, and with which it will 
cloath and comfort all its faithful Servants, and 
true Friends, to the End. Firſt, I ſhall begin 
with the Difference, and what you have both 
in Conference and Writing alledged for the 
Ground of your Diſſatisfattion and Diſſent. 
Next I ſhall conſider the Nature and —_ 
it; and laſt of all, give my Senſe upon the who 
Matter, in order to a better Underſtanding for 
the future. 
at there is a Difference, is but too plain ; 
for it has in ſome Parts proceeded to a Separation, 
as well to Places of Worſhip, as in Matters of Dif- 
cipline. The Ground of this DifſatisfaQtion, up- 
on which ſo great a Diſtance has been raiſed, you 
fay is requiring your Compliance with ſome 
Prattices relating to Diſcipline, particularly 
Womens Meetings, and coming twice before 
Men and Womens Meetings about Marriages, 
before they are admitted to be ſolemnized among 
us, ſome of you thinking, that there is no Ser- 
vice for Womens Meetings at all; others, no 
Service im their being diſtinft from Mens Meet- 
ings, at leaſt, no Neceſſuty for either, and 
therefore no neceſſary Compliance to be required 
and inſifted upon; but every one left to their 
Liberty in Chriſt, leſt Impoſition and Formality 
ſhould prevail among us, as they have done 
mother religious Societies. ' In this, I think, I 
have truly and ror the Caſe on you Fer 
and giyen your Objection to our Praftice, and the 
Reaſon why you diffent from it. * "= 
. OW, 
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':: Nowyg Friends, I thal! conſider the Nature andifſ6 
Merit of this Diffatisfaction and Diſſent, wherein 
I beſeech, your Attention, Patience and Candour,P 
and;] hope you will find, that we are clear of thelf 
Impolition 2nd Formality you object, or fear, 
In the firſt Place, T 'do not find that you hay 
any juſt Cauſe .to fear, .in general, an/Infringe 
ment on your Chriſtian Liberty, {ſince it has been,fl 
and is. moſt ſincerely declared by .the Brethren, 
chiefly concerned in the good Order and Serviceſl 
6f..the Church, 'that-they have no Thought orfſo 
Defiga of impoſing any Thing upon-the Conſcis/ 
ences of Friends; or that Friends ought to haveſla 
now any' more than at the Beginning, any otherſſh 
Reaſon or - Meafure of Compliance or Conformity 
in Matters. relating to God, than the Convittionfia 

the Lyght and Spirit of Chriſt in every Cone? 
cence. - But there is this DiſtinQtion to be -con#ſ8a 
ſidered well of, that-the Matters in Difference arefſ 
not ſuch as require ſuch an Exerciſe and Con+ſjt 
viction-of Conſcience as is pleaded, becauſe they! 
relate: not to Faith or Worſhip. Did they re-ſſc 
quire Faith, or did they. appertain to Worſhip, 
vs if you were obliged to worſhip God only in 


kuch a Place, Time, Geſture, Raiment, with 
fach iIMWards' and Forms of. Speoch &c. which 
c 


a 
a 
c 
has .been the Caſe of the Diſſenters from the na-Jſj 
tional. Chureh, your, ObxEtion and Plea . were 
Zoad-3: but this, about which your: DiflatisfaGionſſ: 
grilts.cus /purcly Diſcipline in Goverument, andf; 
wit lint anffip; Hormnattty in Oar: and not 1 

Religion, It is about Methods: of.  regulatingF! 


970; - ourlelyes- 
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and6ur{elves, ' as to the civil or outward: Part of the 
renChurch, as we are a Society, how we-may ayold 
ourDiſorder, and preſerye the Credit of our Society: 
 theKfrom Cenfſure and Scandal. II wiofts 
' "For Inſtance, to keep. the Neceſſrons 1 as 
iaveſfPoor, Aged, Sick, and Orphans ; - to 'reconoits 
geBDifferences, to take Care of Births, Marrias 
ecnflgves, and Burials ; in fine, to prevent, "rebake 
ren,land re/tore diſorderly Watkers. To all which; 
viceBl concerye, there is no Need of an A& of Faith, 
t orflor. other Exerciſe of Conſcience, than; i as "the 
n{cie-Apoſtle exhorts, 'to be ready to every good Word 
nvelandWork; '1 mean here is nothing required: tobe 
therfibelieved as an Article of Faith 5: here is no-Nos 
nitxfvelty- or Formality in Worſhip introducedy:ox. 
Hronfany Thing propoſed: as an End or Service for ous 
04 Men and Womens Meetings, that can reaſonably 
admit of the raifing of ſuch a Scruple of Cons 
ſcience, ſince the Things propofed are Duties 
that all civil Societies, as well as Church Feb 
lowſhips, agree in, as requiſite to the Support 
of tht Reputation of Fellowſhips and Societies. 
Now this being the great and true. End, Uſe; 
and Service of our Men and Womens Meetings; 
and that it is the Fnd that always denotes and 
ichEconſtitutes the Nature of the Means, it-cannot 
juſtly be thought to be of the Nature'of Im- 
polition-and * Formality, as the Words are com» 
onaflmonly- taken” in an ill Senſe, to expect the Com» 
ondypliance of * Metnbers of a Socicty, to ſuch Mes» 
+ 1ffthods- of Ortler as the Elders thereof have ex= 
tygFhorted to; and the Generality of the People have 
lves- - | embraced, 


(32) 
embraced, and which the moſt conſiderable P: 
of thoſe that diſſent, declare they diſſent fro 
rather for Fear of ſuffering an Infringement « 
their Chriſtian Liberty, 'than any Dilike to th 
Practice itſelf; I fay, this. cannot be called or 
accounted ſuch an Impoſition upon Conſcienc 
becauſe they are Expedients of Order, and Mc 
thods. of Rule, about Things univerſally agreed 
upon. The Thing will not bear the Word 
for Inſtance, becauſe I may ſay it is againſt m 
Conſcience to confeſs to ſuch an; Article or Dc 
trine of Faith, or to worſhip God after ſuch 
preſcribed Form, that therefore it would found 
reaſonable for me to ſay, It is againſt my Con 
ference to ſubmit tg the Council of the Church for 
Ending of Differences; and it 1s againſt my Co 
ſcience,after having once told the Brethren I ; 
tend to marry ſuch a Woman, to come again 
Fortnight, or a Month after, to ask if they have 
informed themſelves of mine and the Woman! 
learneſs, both towards Parents and othe 
Perſons, before we ſolemnize it. Surely thi 
would look to reaſonable People an over tender 
or an oyer righteous, or rather, indeed, an over 
free - and large Conſcience, that would fcruple at 
twice or thrice publiſhing the Banns, to preven 
Undutifulncis to Parents, and Injury to Prei 
gagements, when thole we mr to exceed xe 
quire, in their Communion, that it be thrice don 
In like Manner it would look very ftrange in me 
to call a Church-Care of circumſpe&t Walking up 
to the religious Principles of the Society, that 


hav 
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have voluntarily embraced, an impoſing or oyer 
K driving of me. 

P-1t you objet, why muſt we go before Wo- 
men? and why Women apart from Men ? 
This ſtill, Friends, can be no Impoſition, as 
is before expreſſed; becauſe it is no Matter of 


4 Faith, nor Prattice of Worſhip ; but @ re- 
reed] ferring ſtill to our external Order of Life ; 
| and we ſay Women as well as Men, becauſe 
they are concerned, for they are Part of the 
Church of Chriſt; and the common Banns that 

are publiſhed in Churches, {fo called, or Markets, 
exclude not Women to make. their Exception 

any more than Men. But why Women apart ? 

ſay you. We think, for a very good Reaſon, 
the Church increaſeth, which increaſes the Bu- 
fineſs of the Church; and Wcmen, whoſe Baſh- 
fulneſs will not permit them to ſzy or do much, 

oj as to Church-Aﬀairs, before the Men when 
by themſelves may exerciſe their Gifts of 
Wiſdom and TInderſtanding, in a diſcreet Care 

for their own Sex at leaſt, which makes up not 

the leaſt Part of the Bufincſs cf the Church; 

_ and this while the Men are upon their proper 

al Buſineſs alſo: So that as Men and Women 
make up the Church, Men and Wemen make 

up the Buſineſs of the Church ; and therctore 

it is very reaſonable they ſhould be Helpers to- 
gether in doing the Church's Buſineſs. This 
Way Women are made uſeful and ſerviceable in 

and to the Church, as were the holy Women of 

old, that were {o much commended by the Apo- 

LE le, 
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ſtle, for Deaconneſles indeed. And, as I ſaid bes 
fore, their Buſineſſes being hereby diſtin, two 
Buſineſſes are doing at one and the ſame Time, 
and, conſequently, there muſt needs be a greater 
Diſpatch, which, in country Places, and winter 
Seaſons, where Friends come ten or fifteen Miles 
to Meeting, muſt needs be yery. convenient and 
comfortable. I may add, that there are divers 
Things, which ſeem peculiar to Women, that 
were not fit for Men, and in which Men did and 
would find themſelves often at a Loſs, which 
render their diſtinct Meetings farther conye- 
nient. 

Theſe are the Reaſons and Motiyes to the pre- 
ſent Praftice of the Church of Chriſt, without 
infringing Chriſtian Liberty, 4y conpeling Cons 
ſctence to any Maiter of Faith or Trattice, rex 
lating to Warſtig, we meaning, by our whole 
Order and Government, no other Thing than 
a careful Eye and Check upon Prattice ; an 
Expediency againſt Irregularity in Converſation, 
whether towards them that are without, or thoſe 
that are within the ſame Communion, . to whick 
the ſtrong will ſubmit, for the Sake of the weak. 

My.-own Senſe upon this whole Matter 1s, 
That a Myrobendeg the Intention of the 
Brethren, and an undiſtinguiſbing Zeal againſt 
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1mpoſitions on the one Hand, and a Fear on the 

other Side, that thoſe who ſo miſtook and miſren- 

dered the Deſign of the Brethren, were either 

high minded and unruly, or prone to undue Li- 

berty, or that they, not being the firſt ry 2 
| 0 
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of this Diſcipline in Government, detrafted 
rom them that were, and ſo would lefſen the 
Credit and Authority of therr Endeavours, with 
wch as were peculiar Favaurers ; and” that, 
in fine, their Difſent' tended to the Breach if 
brotherly Love and Unity in the Church.” I ſay, 
my Senſe is, that this on each Side, with the 
Heats that followed, perhaps much worſe than 
the Thing it{elf, gave Life to the Diviſion that 
thoſe that fear the Lord have truly mourned for. 
And fince T have hinted the Heats that may 
have attended the Management of this Diffe- 
rence,” be not offended that I fay, the Difference 
through theſe Heats is now more in Spirit than 


BFat, in Mind than Matter. It is come in Fa& 


to this, whether the Care of Conver/ation ſhould 


Belong to Wonien, as well as Men, eſpecially res 


lating to their «wn Sex, the Women being ſo 
great a Part of the Church ? And over this, 
I think, you are got for the moſt Part. Secondly, 
whether the Women may meet ſeparately from 
the Men? And for' Anſwer to this, be pleaſed 
to take Notice of your own unavoidable Conceſ- 
ſions: You allow Meetings - of Care in general, 
and do not deny Women - abſolutely their Share 
among the Men, and that particular Members 
tuft be accountable to the Society they are of, 
in Point of Coriyerfation, according to the Rules 


embraced by. the ſaid Society. I ſay, you own 


e End, you allow the Means, you refer - the 
hoice of your Means to the Society, and yor, 
89 Well as we, expe a Compliance with *thoſe 
E 2 Rules. 
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Rules. 'Then the. Queſtion is, whether in FaQ 
Womens Meeting be a Part of that Diſcipline 
the Church admits of? And it is evident, that 
the Church of God does, generally ſpeaking 
receive and praQtiſe it, with Satisfaction and Ad 
vantage. I would therefore  beſeech you, 
Friends,- to ponder in your Minds, upon what aff 
narrow Point your Diſtance ſtands, and that the 
main and tender Point is allowed you, v2; 
Conſcience 1s free, and unconcerned in the Que 
ſtion; and the viſible Ground of Diſtance beingh 
ſo ſmall, weigh with yourſelyes by what ha 
been, what may be the Conſequence of this la 
mentable Breach. 

I am as much for Liberty as any Man; I eve 
was ſo, and hope I ever ſhall be for it; but w 
muſt refer it to a proper Obje&, or we ſhall 
abuſe what we do ſo much prize, and pervert © 
of the greateſt Privileges we can pretend tc 
IT do not mean by the Liberty, we are to reſign 
to the Benefit of Society, that which is private 
or perſonal ; no, this does not enter into private 
or perſonal Liberty, concerning which, the 
Apoſtle taught us to bear, and not offend one 
another ; as about Meats and Drinks; I may 
add, Cloaths, Houſes, Trades, &c. ſo as there 
be no Exceſs, for that is every where wrong 
'Theſe Things regard not Society, but a Man' 
ſelf, and his private Liberty alone. What is it 
to the Society, what, or when I cat, what Sort 
of Cloathing I wear, ' or Houſe I live in, © 
Trade I will be of, fo: that Exceſs or ven 

inc 
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lineſs be avoided ? This is ſtill in my own, Pows- 


neff er, and many like Things, hard to be numbered, 


[2 or rightly perſuade. 


about which Society is not in the leaſt concerned, 
nor in; which any Member of it is interrupted, or 
called in Qucſtion. In the next Place, we do 
alio all agree, that Faith mult not be forced, nor 
8 Worſhip conſtrained, for that grates upon Con= 
# ſcience, which God only- can efteQtually enlighten 

Bur that bears not upon 
our Queſtion, as I ſaid before; for the Compli- 
'F ance, defired in it, is about Order, not Faith; 
f and that not about Worſhip, but Conyerſation, 
in which if you ſubmit your Liberty, it.4s for the 
Good of Society, and you have the Returns of 
it in the Benefit and Comfort thereof, Do you 
ſerve or take care of others, that before were free 


ſhallff of that Engagement? Others alfo are tried by 


the ſame Rules, to ſerve and be concerned for 
you, that formerly owed you no Obligation ; and 
f if ' you are under the Notice and Reproof of 
| others, as to your perſonal Candudt, ; they are 
F equally under your's upon Occaſion; 1o* that you 
loſe nothing but what you get, nort-.give no- 
F thing but what you receive agaio, and;to a right 
Spirit -and a good Mind this mutual Service will 


nd 


appear reaſonable, chriſtian, and requiftits, And 


ng} asin no Age the Reſiſters and Gainſayers $f Care 


and Order, in \any of the Lord's eminet;. Ser- 
yants, - haye paſſed without the Mark. of$God's 
Rebuke: - ſo thoſe that have conteſted 4pg, op- 
poſed the Wiſdom of. God in his fairhſul Seppants, 
haye eyer failed of their Purpoſe, and: been: + 
IJ 
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ly manifeſted to have been led by a. wrong Spi- 
rit, And as obſeryable it is, that thoſe, þ 
whom the Lord has eminently appeared, and whe 
were the firft Inſtruments of his ſeveral Diſpens 
fations to the Sons of Men, have always exer 
cifed -that Authority among the People they have 
gathered, and haye been conſtantly - preſery 
from - falling away, though ' ſome or other haye 
riſen againſt them with that Clamour, as if they 
had ſet up themſelves, and were gone from whe 
they _—_ or were, and took too much upon 
them.” But what have they all come to ? Read 
and judge. 'F 

Nor was it eyer heard of in the Dealings off 
God with the Sons of Men, that he varied or 
changed his Diſpenſations in the Life-time of the 
Inſtruments of any ' of them, as ſome have been 
ready to imagine; nor yet in that Age in which 
he has brought them forth, which engages me to 
beſeech you, in the” Bowels of the Love of 
Chriſt, o'r only Root of Life and Light, and 
Love, 'and/ Peace, that you be like minded with 
yout Friends and Brethren, and Ke that the Life Þ 
and the Fellowſhip of the Truth be preſerved 
in the Enjoyment and PraQtice' of Fellowſhip, 
which will be, if the Love-of God, which firſt Þ* 
made us loye one anotHfer, be kept in; for that Þ 
is a ſoyereign Antidote againſt all the Poiſon of Þ 
Diſcontent, evil Jealouſy, and- the Diviſions that 
are wont to follow. And inſtead of reproaching £ 
our Elders and Brethren, whom God has ho- 
noured, and whom -we- haye honoured, and _ : 
: aye 
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3have laid down our Lives for, and - who know 


nothing by themſelves, but that they are as true 
o the Lord, and in as good a Condition in the 
ruth, as eyer they were; and haye done, and 
tended in what they have done, as much the 


. Benefit of the Lord's People. I 1ay, + gm" of 
ep! oaching them with uſurping Authority, and 


vhs 
_ 


ing too much upon them, let usconfider, that 
hoſe whom we have received with ſo much reye- 
t Love, and as worthy of double Honour in 
he greater Things, are not unworthy to be heard 
and followed by us in lefler Matters. Let us 
regard and value their Care, and loye them for it: 
ſo true is that Saying among Men, That 4s well 
ſpoken, which is well taken; that the Bent and 
Purpoſe of a Man's Spirit is that which gives the 
| Reaſon of Acceptance or Rejection. 
You have, dear Friends, judged too much after 


outward Appearance, and you may ſce not 


 offifruly there neither; open theretore your Hearts, 
and your Souls andSpiyits, and taſte with the divine 
rith Senſe of the tender nd meek Truth, the Aim 
Life and End of Brethren; herein be a little more 
ved truly free and univerſal in your Minds, and you 
hip, (will perceive this Care has a large and a long 
irſt BProſpet for Good, The due Exerciſe of your 
hat Epiritual Senſes will anſwer all your ObjeCtions, 
| of end fatisfy Every upright Soul among you; but 
hat Þf you look 6ut,. miſtake Liberty, miſtake Im=- 
ing EPoſition, miſtake Formality, miſtake the Nature 
104 and Endof Things, and the Intention of your. 


ald FF 
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cient Friends and Brethren in them, you will 
judge 
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Judge carnally, and be ready to think as if ou 
ward - Rule and Lordlineſs were aimed at, # 
a Departing from the Truth, even ' whilſt « 
Care, in the Sight of the Lord, is for the Honc 
of it, -in Reference to the young, the weak, an 
fach as may be carcleſs, and ready to fall aſleep 
for ſuch ſome yet are, and ſuch are yet like to be 
and for their Sakes a Niſcipline, as toConverſati 
on, muſt be, as well as that there are natural I 
firmities, as Sickneſs, Age, 3c. that unavoi 
ably call for it ; nor did, or ever can any Co 
munity ſubſiſt without it, and the Heats, Prey 
dice, and Rents, that have riſen about the Howſ 
or Manner of it, ſhew the Oppoſition not to be 
right, nor of a good Tendency ; the End of thatf 
Order, in the Minds and Hands of thoſe from! 
whence we joyfully received the Teſtimony of 
the Truth, being the Glory of God, and Good 

of his People, as a primitive Chriſtian Society. 
To conclude: As this is not a Plea for Impoj 
fition, nor Forms of Worſhip, but Forms of 
Diſcipline, as to the Government and Behaviour 
of ourſelyes in our Converſe, both with theſe tha 
are without, and thoſe that are within, and that, 
there is no viſible Communion or Society in thi 
World of Bodies, but what is fubje&t to them, 
and muſt, in ſome Sort, ſubſiſt by them; I be- 
{cech you, that we, as becomes a reaſonable andfh 
modeſt People, and as dear Children, may be 0 
one Heart, and one Mind, and walk togetherf 
as thoſe that have been Partakers of one Life, 
and that haye. drank into one Spirit; for it is F 
comely 
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comely Thing to ſee Brethren walk together int 

Love. : 
O Fricnds! let us labour againſt ſecret Animoſis 
tics, watchings for eyil Detraction,the Sin that flung 
the Angels out of their heavenly Station. Let us 
ſe to our own Spirits, how they are, if meek, lows 
ly, humble, tender, by which the true and preſerys- 
ing Judgment is only known and felt; or if not 
high, fierce, hard, and preudiced; for a Man may 
come to loſe a good Frame of Spirit upon very 
Trifles. It is not always what the Matter is the 
Diſpute arites upon; but how far the Thing is ef- 
pouſed, and what Place a Man ſuffers it to haye in 
his Mind: if Jextouty, Reputation, Revenge, or 
F Contradiction prevail, Diviſion muit follow. Some 
arc apt to reſent Things too 1con, and carry it too 
Yfar, even to Obſtinacy, through the Workings of 
Wthe cyil One in a Myſtery, 1o that though the Pres 
ence of the Quariel may be tome Fact or other, 
vet that has oftentimes the leaſt Share in tke Dii- 
Ficrence, it being inflamed and increaſed by the 
myſterious Workings of rhe Spint of Strife and Va 
Hance in the Mind, according to anold Saying, The 
rreateft Hens oftentimes ariſe from the {1g hte(t 
aujes, Let me belcech and prevail with you to 
tread and weigh the Bent and Force of the Anoſtl.'s 
pirit in Roz. xii. alſo xiv. xix. and xv. 4 (5, 
. and eſpecially xvi. 16, 17, 18, 19, 20 Verlcs, 
MLikewite 1 Cor. xiv. 32, 33, weighty Places indeed. 
Cor. xiii. Ephbe/. iv. 1, 2, 3, 4+ 22. iis 16, 17, 
IS. iv. 8, 9. Col. iii. 12, 14, 15,16. 1 Thi. v. 
2,13, 14. 2 Theſ. ii. 4. 5, 6 He ofen come 
F mand 
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mands Oider and Obedience to the apoſtolick Tra- 
dition in this Epiſtle, Tzt. i. 15. ii. 1, 2, 3, 4, 
$, 6, 7. Heb. xi. 1. And 1 Peter iv. $, All 
which exhort to Peace, brotherly Kindneſs, to 
be of one Mind, to ſtudy one Thing. O follow 
the Things that make for Peace, and not to con- 
tend, diſpute, and ſtrive one with another ! 
A bleſſed Dodtrine, and it hath a bleſſed Reward. 
The Lord God Almighty diſpoſe your Minds, my 
Friends, to a tender returning State; and frighten 
not yourſelves with Deſigns of the Brethren, that 
have no Being, but in Jealouſy and Miſapprehen- 
ſion. I beſcech you in the Lord, lay down every 
Mark orInfign of Difference or Separation, and be- 
hold our Arms as open as eyer to receive you, and 
let your Heart be as our Heart,and then our Mect- 
ings your Meetings. Let the Fear and Awe of 
the Lord, the becoming Love of his precious 
Truth, which is Chriſt in us, the Hope of our 
Glory, who gave himſelf for us, to redeem us from 
the Enmity, Death and Curſe, Diſobedience had laid 
us under,melt and cement us intoone Lump, Fleſh 
of Fleſh, and Bone of Bone, fo thall our Joy cxs 
ceed our Sorrow, and Tears be wiped from our 
Eyes on this Occaſion, and God, our exceeding 
great and glorious Rewarder, be our Crown, Por- 
tion, and Diadem for ever. 


Tour's, 
In and for the Truth, 
W.P 
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dg OM E that profeſſed the Truth, and had 
made a great Shew therein, being gone from 
the Simplicity of the Goſpel into Jangling, Di- 
viſion, and a Spirit of Separation, endeavoured 
to diſcourage Friends, cſpecially the Women, 
from their godly Care and Watchfulneſs in the 
Church over one another in the Truth, oppoſing 
their Meetings, which, in the Power of tlie Lord, 
were ſet up for that End and Service. Where- 
fore I was moyed of the Lord to wiite the fal- 
lowing Epiſtle, and fend it forth among Friends, 
for the Diſcovering of that Spirit, by which 
thoſe Oppoſers were a&ted, and its Work and 
Way, in and by which it wrought, and to warr 
F 9 Friends 


eee We EI RED In I un 


(44) 
Friends of it, that they might not be betraycd 
by it. 

All my dear Friends, live in the Secd of 
Peace, Chriſt Feſus, in whom ye have all Life, 
And that Spirit, that comes among you to raiſe 
up Strife, is out of Chriſt, for it is the Spirit, 
that is not eaſy to be intreatcd, nor gentle, ſo not 
of the Wiſdom of God, which is juſtified of her 
Children; and fo they that follow that Spirit, 
are none of Wiſdom's Children. Now thee is 
a Spirit, that hath made a Separation, and has 
been againſt Mens and Womens Meetings; yet 
has ſet up one of their own, whom they have 
given Power to; and that none ſhall fit among 
them, but whom they give Power to, but ſhall 
be looked upon as Uſurpers of Authority. Now 
this Spirit and its Work 1s not of God, though 
it has made fome Jumble among ſome ; and tle 
Path it may travel in, is through the carthly 
Aﬀections, or the Uneſtabliſhed, or Apoftates. 
But all that are in the Life, and Spirit, and Light, 
and Grace, and Truth, and the Power of God, 
bar it out; and ſuch as fit under their own Vine, 
Chriſt Jeſus, and are grafted into him, have no 
Need of their Exhortation or Counſcl; for - the 
true Believers are entered into their Reſt : and 
therefore all keep in the Goſpel of Peace; ard they 
that be Heirs of the Kingdom, and of it, keep 
in your Poſſeſſon of it. 

Now ſome that are of this Spirit have faid to 
me, they /ee no Service in Womens Meetings. My 
Anſwer is, and hath been to them and ſuch, if 

they 
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they be blind and without Sight, they ſhould not 
oppole others; for there is none impoſes any 
Thing upon them : for God never received the 
Blind for a Sacrifce, neither can his People. But 
Chriſt has inlightcned all, and to as many as 
receive him, he gives Power to become the Sons 
of God; and ſuch as be Heirs of his Power, 
and of his Goſpel, which brings Life and Im- 
mortality to Light, they can ſce over him that 
has darkned them; and all fuch do keep the 
Order of the Goſpel, the Power of God, and 
their Meetings in it, which preſerves them in 
Life and Immortality. And all thefe do fee the 
great Service of the Mens and of 'tthe Womens 
Meetings, in the Order of the Goſpel, which 
is the Power of God ; for they are Meet-Helps 
in this Power, which is the Authority .of their 
Meetings. And now I fay to all you that be 
againſt Womens Meetings, or the Mens, and 
ſay, you ſee no Service for the Womens Meets 
ines, and oppoſe them: you are therein out of 
the Power of God, and his Spirit you live noting 
for God faw a Scrvice for the Afſemblies of the 
Women in the Time of the Law, about "thoſe 
Things that appertained to his Worſhip and'Ser- 
vice, and to the holy Things of his Tabernacle; 
and ſo do they in the fame, Spirit fee now their 
Service in the Goſpel, Many Things in thoſe. 
Meetings being more proper for the Womenzto 
fee into, than the Men; and they, -in the Power 
and Wiſdom of God, may inform the Men :6f 
fach Things, as are not proper for them; and the 
Mcn 
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Men may inform the Women of ſuch Things, : 
are not proper for them, as Mcet-Helps cach 
unto another, For in the Time of the Law, by 
the Law of God the Women .were to offer, : 
well as the Men; and fo in the Time of the 
Goſpel much more are they to offer their ſpirj- 
tual Sacrifices ; for they are all called, both Men 
and Women, a royal Prieſthood, and they are © 
the Houſhold of Faith, and they are the living 
Stones, that make up the ſpiritual Building, 
which Chriſt is the Head of, and arc to be encou- 
ragedin their Labour in the Gotpel; for all Things 
that they do, hoth Men and Women, are to be 
done in the Power of God. And all ſuch as ſee 
no Service for theſe Womens Mectings, or the 
Mens, but do oppoſe them, and make Strife} 
among Friends, are in the ſame Spirit of the 
World that is againſt, and forbids our other 
Meetings; and are in the ſame Spirit of theſ 
World, that hath been and is againſt Womens 
Speaking in Meetings, and fays, They muſt beÞ 
filent, &c. though the ſame Apoſtle commands, 
that Men fſbould keep Silence as well as the 
Women, if there were not an Interpreter. And 
therefore all Friends you may ſce, that the Spirit 
of the World hath entered ſuch Oppoſers, though : 
they come under another Colour; for they would 
not haye us to meet at all. And theſe are againſt 
the Womens Meetings, and ſome of them againſt 
the Mens alſo, and ſay, they ſee no Service for; 


them: then they may hold their Tongues and} 
nor 


35, © 


cach 
7, by 


er, 


the 
ſpirj- 


Men 
Ire © 
iving 
ding, 
\COU- 


(47) 
not oppoſe them, that do ſec tieir Seryice for 
God in theſe Meetings. 

Therefore all you that feel the Power of God, 
and your Service for God, as aforeſaid, in them, 
you Men and Women keep your Meetings in the 
Power of God, the Authority of them, as they 
were ſettled in it, and then ye will be preſerved 
both over this Spirit, that oppoſes them, and 
over the Spirit of the World, that oppoſes your 
other Meetings; for it is all one in the Ground, 
and would bring you into Bondage: for ſuch 
are out of the peaccable Goſpel, who oppoſe its 
Order, and out of the Faith that works by Love, 
and out of the Wiſdom that is gentle, and ea- 
ſy, and peaceable, &c. and out of the Kingdom 
that ſtands in Peace and Joy. Therefore keep 
oyer that Spirit that ſows Diſcord or Diſſention, 
and would draw you from your Habitation and 
Poſſeſſion in the Order of the Goſpel ; for it is 
the ſame Spirit that deceived Adam and Eve, 
by which they loft their Habitation in the Righ- 
tcoufncis and Holineſs, and their Dominion, and 
lo that Spirit got over them, and 1o it would get 
over you, One while it will tell you, zt ſees no 
drvice for your Meetings, another Time oppoſe 
you; but tay, this is the blind Spirit, which 
1s6ut of the Power of God, and which the Power 
of God is over; and therefore keep in the Power, 
that you may ſtand up for your Liberty in Chriſt 
Feſus, Males and Femalcs, Heirs of him and of 
his Goſpel, and his Order, and to ſtand up for 


your Liberty in the Gotpcl, and in the Faith, 
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which Chriſt Jeſus hath been the Author of; 
if ye loſe it, and let another Spirit get oye 
you, ye will not ſo ſoon regain it again ; for 
knew the Devil would beſtir himiclf in his In 
{truments, when Mens and Womens Meeting 
came to be ſet up, and all in the Power, Light 
and Truth, and Heirs 'of the Gotpel, to take 
their Poſſeſſion of it in every County and Ciry 
in it to walk, and to watch one ovcranother, and 
in it to take Care of God's Glory and Honour 
and his precious Truth, and to 1ce that all did 
walk in the Truth, and as becomes the Golpe 
and to ſec that nothing was lacking ; and ſo what 
ſoceyer was decent, modeſt, virtuous, lovely, cores 
ly, righteous, and of good Keport, to fol- 
low after ; and to admeniſh and cxhort all that 
were not faithful, and to rebuke all that did ey. 
I knew that this would give ſuch a Check to all 
looſe Speakers, Talkers and Walkers; I did not 
expect but that there would be an Oppoſition 
againſt ſuch Meetings; but never heed, Truth 
will come over them all, and is oyer them all, 
and Faith muſt have the Victory; for the Goſpel, 
and its Order is cverlaſting, and the Sced, Ghrift, 
is the Beginning and the F nding, and will outlaſt all, 
the Amen, in whom we have Peece. I fay, all that 
do oppole the Mens and Womens Mectings,or that 
Marriages ſhould be laid before them, or of rc- 
cording of Condemnations of Sin and Evil, or 
admoniſhing or exhorting fuch as walk not in the 
Truth, they are of a looſe Spirit, and their Spi- 
ritstend to Loo/cne/s, and let them «take hos 
that 
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that will ; for Truth will not have them, nor will 
haye none of their Sacrifices ; for nothing is ac- 
cepted of God, but what is done in Truth, and 
in his Spirit, which is peaceable. And the Au- 
thority of our Mens and Womens Meetings is 
the Power of God, and all the Heirs of the Goſ- 
pel are Heirs of that Authority and Dignity, and 
this is of God, and ſhall anſwer the Witneſs of 
God in all; and the greateſt Oppoſers of this 
Practice and Work will be, and are ſuch, as have 
been convinced of God's Truth, but haye not 
lived in it ; and ſuch were the greateſt Troublers 
of the Church in the Days of Moſes, and in the 
Days of the Apoſtles ; but mark their End, and 
read what became of them all. And therefore 
all keep your Habitation in Truth, and therein 
ye may ſee what became of all the Oppoſers 
of it for twenty Years paſt : they are all gone, 
and the Truth lives and reigns, and the Seed is 
oyer all, and all is one in it, in Reft, Peace, and 
Life everlaſting, and therein they fit down toge- 
ther in the heavenly Places in Chriſt 7eſus, the 
AMEN. 

G. F. 


SWARTHMORE, 
the 5th of the $th Month, 1676. 


THE END. 


